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Access to and Cost of Childcare in the U.S. for  
Infants and Children Under Five

34% 
of families  

with young children reported 

having difficulty  
finding childcare in 20211

$14,740 
Is the average  

cost per year  
of center-based  

care for infants  
in the U.S. in 20222

$24,243
Is the average  

cost per year  
of center-based  

care for infants  
in Washington, D.C.  

in 2022, which is  

4x the annual cost 
of public college 

tuition²

The cost for center-
based care has 

increased by 57% 
since the beginning of 

COVID-19  
for 3 and 4 year olds5

51% of Americans  

live in regions classified as 

childcare deserts and 

32% of children  
in need of childcare  

did not have access to  

a childcare slot in 20204

Gov’t spending  

on child care in Norway  
is 60x more than  

the U.S.6

Other wealthy 
countries spend 
4x the percentage of their 

GDP on subsidized child care, 

compared to  
the U.S.6

The top 5 states  

with the highest 
childcare costs are²:

 Massachusetts – $20,913
 California – $16,945
 Minnesota – $16,087
 Connecticut – $15,591
 New York – $15,394

— and —

The states with the  

highest rates of  
childcare deserts are4: 

1. Utah 4. West Virginia
2. Nevada 5. New York
3. Hawaii

17%-20% 
of a  

family’s annual 
income was spent  

on childcare in 2022³ 

— and —

Affordable child 
care is defined as 7% or 

less. Which was not met 
by the costs of center-based care  

in any state²


